Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 00034 021820Z 

61 

ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 ISO-OO SCA-01 SCS-03 EUR-25 SS-20 NSC-10 

SY-10 FBO-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 PRS-01 A-01 

PER-05 OPR-02 ABF-01 DRC-01 /107 W 

048008 

R 021 100Z FEB 74 
FM USINT DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 033 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY ROME 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAMASCUS 0034 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN, SY 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF PROTOCOL DE REPRISE 
REF: STATE 020451; BEIRUT 1052 

1. 1 HAVE DISCUSSED SUGGESTED NEW LAGUAGE FOR PROTOCOL DE 
REPRISE PER DEPTEL WITH ITALIAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL. THEY POINT 
OUT, AND I BELIEVE CORRECTLY, THAT IF WE ARE ONLY TO "AMEND'' 
PROTOCOL DE PREPRISE WE CANNOT CHARACTERIZE NEW DOCUMENT AS 
PROTOCOL DE REPRISE. THEY FULLY APPRECIATE DEPT’S DESIRE 
TO STRESS CONTINUED "ULTIMATE" ITALIAN RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
PROTECTION AMERICAN INTERESTS UNTIL SUCH TIME AS FULL U.S.- 
SYRIAN RELATIONS ARE RESTORED. THEY PROPOSE, THERFORE, THAT IN 
LAST LINE OF PARA 3 OF BEIRUT 1052, FOLLOWING SENTENCE BE ADDED 
TO ELUCIDATE FURTHER THIS CONTINUED RESPONSIBILITY. QUOTE AND 
ULTIMATE PROTECTION OF AMERICAN INTERESTS IN SYRIA CONTINUES 
TO REST WITH THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AS CONFIRMED BY THE SYRIAN 
NOTE 3415(12/16) OF JUNE 8, 1967 WHICH RECOGNIZED THE ASSUMPTION 
OF THIS RESPONSIBILITY BY THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT UNQUOTE. 

2. MEANWHILE, THEY ALSO BELIEVE THAT IF ABOVE LANGUAGE IS 
ACCEPTABLE, WORD "TERMINATES" SHOULD CONTINUE IN FIRST LINE 
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"PROTECTION" IN OTHER PLACES AS INDICATED BY DEPT'S CABLE. 

3. ITALIAN STAFF HERE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THIS SOLUTION WOULD 
BE ACCEPTABLE TO DEPT BECUASE THEY FEAR THAT WE MAY GET 
INVOLVED IN COMPLICATED DISCUSSIONS WITH LEGAL DEPT OF ITALIAN 
MINISTRY WHICH COULD TAKE WEEKS. 
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